



Shri Brijesh Kumar, (Retd IAS)
Shri Brijesh Kumar ,who has recently retired from the post of Secretary to the Government of India in the Department of Information Technology, is a post graduate in both physics and Economics. He has been a distinguished officer of the 1968 batch of the Indian Administrative Service and belongs to the Uttar Pradesh Cadre. Shri Kumar with 36 years of vast, rich and diverse experience has the distinction of holding key positions in a number of PSUs as well as in the Governments of India and Uttar Pradesh. In the span of his outstanding career, he has held a variety of post.

As Chairman & CEO, greater Noida  Industrial Development Authority, he has had the opportunity of building a new city, and was successful in providing an innovative dimension and direction to urban planning and execution. Considering that only a couple of new cities have come up in India since independence, this has give him a rare insight into urban development and management.
Greater Noida was Successfully planned, developed, and maintained as a city with  a difference in terms of city planning, quality of infrastructure, urban design, landscaping, cleanliness, and ambience. This was possible through the clear vision of Mr. Brijesh Kumar which was meticulously incorporated in the land use master plan, and the detailed infrastructure master plans. Emphasis was laid on providing a high quality of infrastructure comparable to international standards and to providing a high quality of infrastructure comparable to international standards and to provide for an environment of plenty. The plans were then implemented in their true spirit.

Attention was given to the micro- requirements typical of India life styles right from the planning stage itself, and due provisioning was made for them. This has resulted in convenient availability of the    daily needs of the populace, public utilities, and also inclusion of the informal sector and urban villages as part of the holistic city development.
Another distinguishing feature introduce by Mr. Brijesh Kumar was the importance given to landscaping, urban design and form and cleanliness. A detailed landscape master plan was prepared to realize the over all vision of the city’s ambience. Similarly master plans were prepared for streetscape including architectural features, road signage, street furniture and the like. It was perhaps the first city where clear-cut urban design guideline were made and enforced to guide and give shape to the city’s envisioned form.
Public –private partnerships in the provisioning of urban services were invited in a structures and planned way. A new experiment of involvement of residents in city management through neighborhood management

Councils, as part of the city management structure was also introduced . While the former led to efficient civic services, the latter fostered constructive public participation in the growth of the city.

Greater Noida is a city which has essentially financed its own development, while providing for a high quality of infrastructure for a low population density. This was possible because of detailed capital budget formulation in consonance with the land use and development master plan , financial discipline , and an accounting system which provided for regular P&L Accounts and Balance Sheets. It is one of the very few urban bodies that has a scientific accounting system, which will enable it to access the financial markets.

In terms of financial management also a new bench mark has been set up I Greater Noida.

All this was achieved through an investor friendly, pro-active and efficient organization which was sensitive, helpful , firm , impartial in enforcement and followed modern project management techniques for timely implementation.

In Noida , in his short tenure,    Mr. Brijesh kumar was able to give maintenance and cleanliness its due importance. He also created an institutional mechanism to involve the residents of the area in proper upkeep and maintenance of facilities.
He has also been Chairman of the Lucknow Development Authority. There also he gave a focal position to landscaping, city aesthetics, and local heritage. The new Master Plan of lucknow incorporated provisions which have been successful in preserving the character of the old areas of Lucknow like Hazaratganj, Aminabad and Chowk for two decades, and have prevented old heritage buildings from being pulled down to be replaced by high risebuildings. Mr Brijesh Kumar was also among the key persons responsible for the planning and conception of the Gomatinagar area.
With his expertise in the areas tof Urban planning, Urban design and Urban Form, Landscaping, Creation and Maintenance of High Quality  Infrastructure and Civic Services, Urban Management, Urban Financing, Public- Private Partnerships in Urban Services, Citizen’s Participatory Institutions, and various other facets of urban development and management, Brijesh Kumar and  was able to provide an innovative dimension and direction to urban planning and execution in Greater Noida, a city that is now generally recognized as a new paradigm in urban development and planning.
